[Laparoscopy in the management of invagination in pediatric patients].
During the last decade, many articles on indications, contraindications, benefits and risks of laparoscopic desinvagination procedures in children have been presented in scientific literature. However, this therapeutic procedure has become a standard therapeutic option within the range of pediatric laparoscopic precedures. The aim of the authors was to establish this miniinvasive procedure in their clinic. From January 2006 to December 2009, the authors operated 19 patients with ileocolonic invaginations, in whom prior hydrostatic desinvagination had failed. 11 pediatric patients underwent laparotomic revision. In 9 subjects, idiopatic invagination was detected, while in 2 subjects secondary intususception caused by a Meckel's diverticle was confirmed during the procedure. In 7 subjects aged 8-51 months, desinvagination was achieved using laparoscopic procedures. 3 ports were used during the procedures--one for optic devices, measuring 10 mm, was placed in the infraumbilical incision and 2 working ports of 5 mm were introduced into the left hypogastrium and the left mesogastrium. The desinvagination was achieved using a grasper and gentle traction on the invaginated colon. In two subjects with relapsing invagination, desinvagination was followed by ileo-coecopexy. In one subject, conversion was required during the laparoscopic procedure, because repositioning of the invaginated colon was not feasible. The mean duration of these laparoscopic procedures was 68.6 minutes and no intraoperative complications were recorded. Reallimentation was introduced on the first postoperative day, no reinvagination episodes were recorded and the mean duration of hospitalization was 4.3 days. Laparoscopic desinvagination has become a part of the algorithm for the management of invaginations in cases, where conservative approach failed, and should be used before open laparoscopic revision is indicated. However, the miniinvasive procedure must be performed by a surgeon with experience in laparoscopy.